
TREE REMOVAL PERMIT APPLICATION 

Job Address: Application Date: 

Type of Application: Type 1 – Major ($75) Type 2 – Minor ($50) Type 3 – Hazardous ($50) 
See UDO for definitions of Types 1, 2, & 3. Any commercial development is considered Type 1. 

Number of Trees to be Removed: # Specimen Trees* # Non-specimen Trees 
*Specimen Trees include Hardwood Trees 24-inches DBH or larger, Softwood Trees 30-inches DBH or larger,

and Understory Trees 4-inches DBH or larger (Sec. 320-35). Homeowners can remove up to 5 NON-SPECIMEN 

trees without a permit. If a specimen tree is to be removed, a plan or written documentation authored by a RLS or 

ISA certified arborist indicating the reason or removal must be submitted for approval. 

Provide photos of trees to be removed along with a detailed sketch of property showing the location of all 

existing trees 2-inches DBH or larger. Clearly indicate which trees are to be removed and their DBH. 

Property Owner 

Address: 

City: State: _Zip: 

Phone: 

Contractor: 

Address: 

City:_________________________State: Zip:  Phone: 

Copy of Business License and Liability Insurance to be provided prior to permitting. 

Primary Contact: Phone: Email: 

The Applicant shall be responsible from the date of this permit, or from the time of the beginning of the first work, whichever shall be the earlier, for all 
injury or damage of any kind resulting from this work, whether for basic services or additional services, to persons or property. The Applicant shall 
exonerate, indemnify and save harmless the City from and against all claims or actions, and all expenses incidental to the defense of any such claims, 
litigation, and actions, based upon or arising out of damage or injury (including death) to persons or property caused by or sustained in connection with 
the performance of this permit or by conditions created thereby or arising out of or in any way connected with work performed under the permit or for any 
and all claims for damages under the laws of the United States or of Georgia, arising out of or in any way connected with the acquisition of and 
construction under the permit and shall assume and pay for, without cost to the City, the defense of any and all claims, litigations and actions suffered 
through any act or omission of the Applicant or any subcontractor, or anyone directly or indirectly employed under the supervision of any of them. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT I HAVE EXAMINED AND UNDERSTAND ALL INFORMATION ON THIS APPLICATION AND THAT THE ABOVE 
STATEMENTS AND INFORMATION SUPPLIED BY ME ARE TRUE AND CORRECT.  ALL PROVISIONS OF LAWS AND ORDINANCES 
GOVERNING WORK TO BE PERFORMED SHALL BE COMPLIED WITH WHETHER SPECIFIED HEREIN OR NOT. 

**Note: Only the Property Owner or Contractor should sign this application as an applicant.** 

Signature of Applicant: Date: 

Signature of Property Owner (if not the applicant): Date: 

DOCUMENTATION AS SPECIFIED IN THE CITY OF CHAMBLEE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE, 
SECTION 320-34 MUST BE PRESENTED WITH THIS APPLICATION. 

Rev 
10/11/19 

City of Chamblee Planning & Development Department 

        chambleedevelopment@chambleega.gov 

5576 Peachtree Rd, Ste 102 • Chamblee, GA 30341 • 770-986-5010 • chambleega.gov 
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Tree Preservation and Replacement

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: With the adoption of the new City of Chamblee Unified Development Ordinance (UDO), what are the

regulations governing tree protection for the Ci ty of Chamblee, and how have they changed?

A1:  Chapter 320, Art icle 4 of the City of Chamblee Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) ent it led Tree

Preservat ion and Replacement  Regulat ions govern t ree protect ion. 

The purpose of these regulat ions is to ensure and facilitate the preservat ion and/ or replacement of t rees and

landscape as part of the land development process. The regulat ions in the new UDO are based on the following

previous regulat ions:

 The City of Chamblee Tree Preservat ion Ordinance Guidelines;

 Art icle XIV, Landscape Requirements, of the City Zoning Ordinance; and

 Chapter 34, Art icle IX, Preservat ion of Trees, of the City Code of Ordinances.

The UDO consolidated and streamlined all these regulat ions into one code. Some of the revisions we made

include::

 Banned invasive t ree/ shrub / grass/ groundcovers.

 Revised definit ion of landscape st rip, buffer, and open space.

 Eliminated inconsistencies in the landscape standards for parking lots, landscape st rips and st reetscapes. 

Clarified operat ion of the t ree bank.

 Clarified t ree removal provisions for individual t rees on commercial/ indust rial property.

 Added provisions for removal of specimen t rees and limited t ree removal on single family lots.

 Specified a percentage of damage allowed to a crit ical root  zone (30%) before a t ree or specimen t ree is 

considered lost . Addressed protect ion of t rees on property lines or adjacent  to property line.

 Added requirements of species limits (30%/ 20%/ 10% to encourage species diversity) in buffer zone

 Updated staking detail requirements. Staking is not  necessary in most  situat ions and actually damages the 

t rees.

 Changed mulch requirements

 Add provisions related to maintenance bonds.

Q2:  Does the City of Chamblee have a City Arborist (or Landscape Coordinator) and what is their role?

A2:  Yes, under the provisions of UDO Sect ion 320-5, the City M anager shall appoint  a City Landscape Coordinator.

The City Landscape Coordinator enforces the tree preservat ion and replacement provisions of the UDO,

including the permit t ing of t rees on privately owned property. They also are called upon to conduct the

following dut ies:

 Advise the City regarding the specificat ions and standards of pract ice governing the plant ing,

maintenance, removal, fert ilizat ion, pruning, and bracing of t rees in public areas as well as the plant ing

and maintenance of landscape st rips and buffers. 

 Review permit requests and site development plans submit ted to the City and make recommendat ions

concerning them to the City.
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 Conduct  follow-up and final inspect ions as appropriate.

Q3: Do I need a permit to rem  ove a tree on my own property?

A3:  Depends on the use of the property. On property that is being used for single-family resident ial, you may

remove no more than five non-specimen trees from a property in one given year without a permit . Theremoval

of 6 or more non-specimen trees or a specimen tree will require a permit . Tree removal in the building or

development process is subject to a land disturbance permit and must conform to the City’s t ree preservat ion

and replacement  standards in Chapter 320 of the UDO.

Q4: What is a specimen tree?

A4:  A specimen tree is a t ree that qualifies for preservat ion due to its size, type, condit ion, locat ion or historical

significance. See Sect ion 320-35, Specimen Trees.

Any t ree in fair or bet ter condit ion, which equals or exceeds the following diameter sizes:

 Large Hardwoods Trees: 24-inches DBH or larger - such as oaks, hickories, yellow poplars, sweetgums, 

etc. 

 Large Softwoods Trees: 30-inches DBH or larger - such as pines, deodar cedars, etc.

 Understory Trees: 4-inches DBH or larger- such as dogwoods, redbuds, sourwoods, etc.

Q5: What is di ameter at breast height (DBH)?

A5: The standard measure of t ree size for exist ing t rees is measured as the diameter in inches. The tree t runk is

measured at a height of four and one-half (4.5) feet above the ground. If a t ree splits into mult iple t runks

below four and one-half (4.5) feet , then the trunk is measured at its most narrow point beneath the split . Trees

with less than four and one-half (4.5) feet of clear t runk shall be measured as the diameter of the largest

vert ical branch or leader at  breast  height .

Q6: Do I need a permit to rem  ove a tree on city property?

A6: Yes, ut ility companies, private contractors, outside governments, and individuals must apply for and procure a

permit , comply with t ree protect ion and replacement administ rat ive guidelines to this art icle to protect and

preserve City propert ies in any modificat ion of their landscape. Writ ten plans out lining purpose, proposed

operat ions, and approximate dates shall be submit ted to the Development  Director for approval.
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Q7: How do I  obtain a permit to rem  ove a tree(s) on private property?

A7: It depends on why the tree is to be removed. Tree permit applicat ions to remove a dead, dying, diseased are

hazardous tree are obtained from the City of Chamblee Development Department or via the cit ies website.

There is a $150.00 fee for the applicat ion of the permit . Tree removal is subject to approval of the Landscape

Coordinator. Trees that must be removed to allow construct ion would be subject review and approval of a

land disturbance permit . Plan review by the Landscape Coordinator is required for this permit .

Q8: Why do I need a permit?

A8: The city manages the natural resource of the urban forest . To obtain the minimal loss of mature t ree canopy

the city requires a permit for removal. Trees that qualify as dead, dying, diseased, or hazardous may be

removed after the t ree is inspected and condit ions verified. Healthy t rees that are removed under a

construct ion or  landscape  purposes are  assessed  a  recomp ense amount .

Q9: What are the Chamblee Tree Density requirements?

A9: All applicable sites shall maintain a minimum tree density of 100 inches DBH per acre. Exist ing resident ial sites

applying for permits pertaining to the exclusions of Sect ion 320-30(b)(1) shall maintain a minimum of 50 inches

DBH per acre.

Q10: What are the criteria for achieving density requirements?

A10: Trees replanted to achieve density requirements should be selected from the Tree Species Select ion List found

in Addendum 2.0 and shall meet the requirements of Subsect ion 320-3(c). In addit ion, replant ing should be at

the rat io of not less than one overstory t ree for every three understory t ree. Density credit may be met by

plant ing all overstory t rees, but  not  by plant ing only understory t rees.

Q11: What is recompense?

A11: Recompense is a dollar value to the city of a t ree on private or public property used for the purpose of

calculat ing the cost for removal or dest ruct ion. The dollar value shall be maintained in the Tree Preservat ion

and Protect ion Fee Schedule maintained by the City

Q12: Where does the recompense money go?

A12: M onies collected from recompense go into the Chamblee Tree Bank Fund. These monies shall be used for

t ree plant ings in public spaces as approved in the annual budget ing process or as directed by City Council.
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Q13: Does Chamblee have a list of approved Tree Species?

A13: Yes. A list of overstory and understory can be found within the Tree Species Select ion List of Addendum 2.0,

Buffer, Landscaping, and Tree Preservat ion Administ rat ive Guidelines. 

Q14: Do I need a permit to prune my trees?

A14: A permit  is not  required for the pruning of t r  ees on private property.

Q15: Can I prune the trees on the City property, such as the right-of-way?

A15: An encroachment permit is required to plant , remove or prune trees within the public right of way. Contact the

Chamblee Public Works Department . 

Q16: Do I need a permit for a tree that has fallen over?

A16: A tree that has fallen and is being supported by the earth, another t ree or a st ructure does not require a

permit . Take photographs of the downed tree and keep. Contact the Development Department to not ify the

city  of  removal  and  the  t ree’s  condit ion.  This  is  to  protect   you  in the event  of complaints of illegal removal.

Q17: What are the repercussions of illega l removal/ destruction or injurious pruning practices?

A17: Any person, firm or corporat ion violat ing any provision of this art icle shall be punished as described in sect ion

1-6, general penalty, of this Code, and in addit ion thereto may be enjoined from cont inuing the violat ion. Each

tree cut , damaged or poisoned shall const itute a separate offense and shall be subject to a fine of $1000.00 per

specimen tree and $500.00 per non-specimen tree as defined in Sect ion 110-3, Definit ions. Any tree, specimen

or non-specimen, which is removed without the appropriate review and approval of the administ rator must be

replaced by trees with a total density equal to eight t imes the unit value of the t ree(s) removed with a

minimum four-inch t ree caliper. 

Q18: What are the criteria for a dead, dying, diseased, or hazardous tree?

A18: The tree must have uncorrectable defects severe enough to pose present danger to people or buildings under

normal  condit ions  as  determined  by  the  City  Landscape Coordinator.

Q19: What are the fees for a tree removal permit?

A19: The M ayor and Council authorized a minimum fee of $150 for a minor t ree removal permit . A t ree removal 

permit  for three or more t rees requires a major t ree removal permit  fee of $300.
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